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Every  rainy  day  lately  put's  Cousin  Susan  in  a  gloomy  state  of  mind. 

"Oh  dear,"   sight*  Cousin  Susan  when  she  sees  the  drops  splashing  on 
the  window  pane.    "Oh,  dear.    November  will  be  here  in  no  time.    And  nothing- 
has  been  done  aboiit  getting  the  house  ready  for  cold  weather.     If  Ebenezer 
had  only  looked  after  the  chimney  and  furnace  last  spring,  then  we  wouldn1 t 
have  to  worry  about  the  day  when  the  first  fires  must  be  builtH 

I  no  sooner  calm  Cousin  Susan  down  on  this  score  and  promise  her  that 
I'll  see  that  Uncle  Ebenezer  takes  things  in  hand  in  plenty  of  time,  than  she 
begins  to  worry  about  the  screens  and  awnings.     Isn't  it  about  time  we  were 
taking  them  down?    Don't  I  suppose  most  of  the  flies  will  have  disappeared 
in  a  week  or  two  and  do  I  suppose  that  we  need  to  have  the  windows  shaded 
any  longer? 

That's  the  way  it  is  in  this  world.    There  are  the  Cousin  Susans  who 
are  always  forehanded  and  anticipating  the  future  and  there  are  the  Uncle 
Ebenezers  who  do  jobs  usually  at  the  last  minute.     I  expect  you  have  both 
kinds  in  your  family  just  as  I  do. 

Cousin  Susan  is  right,  of  course,  about  the  chimney  and  furnace.  The 
proper  time  to  look  after  them  was  last  spring.    But  if  the  man  of  your 
family  didn't  get  it  done,  then,  why  here's  this  good  month  of  September 
all  ready  and  waiting  for  just  such  pre-winter  jobs. 

The  chimney,  for  example,  needs  to  be  cleaned  of  all  soot  and  crusty 
deposit.    And  now  is  the  time  also  to  see  if  there  are  any  cracks  and  openings 
in  it,  any  recently  developed  peek-holes  here  and  there  to  let  in  wind  and 
rain.     If  so,  these  should  be  sealed  now. 

As  for  the  furnace,  well,  any  sooty  deposits  that  have  collected  in 
the  flue  passage  or  smoke  pipe  should  also  be  cleaned  out.    Uncle  Ebenezer 
uses  a  wire  brush  especially  made  for  cleaning  such  surfaces.    And  incidentally, 
he  cleans  those  places  at  regular  intervals  during  the  heating  season. 
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Then  there' s  the  "boiler.     It  is  likely  to  have  collected  some  sediment 
at  the  "bottom,  so  drain  the  water  off  and  remove  the  accumulated  sludge. 

If  you  use  a  hot  water  heater,  this  should  also  be  cleaned  before 
starting  it  for  the  first  time  in  the  fall.    A  stiff  brush  will  clean  off 
the  heating  coils,  but  in  order  to  protect  the  burner  underneath  from  falling- 
particles,  you'd  better  lay  a  paper  over  it  during  the  process, 

Now  about  the  screens  and  awnings  on  the  house.    Of  course,  you  don't 
want  to  take  the  screens  down  until  the  last  flies  and  mosquitoes  have  dis- 
appeared.   But  when  you  do  take  them  down,  brush  them  off  well  before  storing, 
and  be  sure  each  screen  and  each  awning  is  numbered  to  correspond  to  the 
window  it  fits.    Lots  easier  to  put  them  up  again  next  spring  if  they  are 
marke d . thi  s  way • 

While  we're  talking  about  being  forehanded,  I  think  we  ought  to  stop 
and  discuss  closing  for  the  winter  a  summer  house,  or  camp,  or  little  cottage 
on  the  shore.    How  is  the  time  to  put  it  in  shape  for  next  season,  and, 
incidentally,  to  save  a  lot  of  work  next  year  and  probably  some  expense. 

There  is  nothing  drearier  to  my  mind,  than  going  down  to  camp  on  a 
bright  June  day  to  open  the  cottage  and  be  welcomed  by  a  dirty,  disorderly 
interior,  left  from  the  previous  season  -  Mice  tracks  near  food  left  on  the 
shelf,  squirrel  nests  in  some  bathing  suits  in  the  corner  of  the  closet, 
mattresses  stained  by  a  leaky  roof  or  by  rusty  springs  and  ashes  blown 
out  from  the  fireplace  all  over  the  room.     I  don't  need  to  describe  the 
scene  further  because  I  know  you've  observed  similar  ones. 

Why  spend  the  first  vacation  days  cleaning  up  from  last  year?  Why 
not  clean  up  in  September  before  you  close  the  camp  for  the  winter?    Why  not 
put  things  in  shape  to  avoid  damage  during  the  winter? 

If  you  are  leaving  any  summer  wooler.s  like  sweaters  or  bathing  ■  'suits 
or  blankets,  be  sure  they  are  clean  and  free  from  moths  or  moth  eggs  or  other 
insects  that  might  harm  them.    Store  them  away  in  naptha.lone  or  some  other 
protective  substance.    And  if  there  is  the  slightest  danger  of  mice  or 
squirrels  getting  in  the  house,  store  woolens  in  a  tight  safe  box  or  a  trunk. 

The  bedding  all  comes  off  the  beds  and  the  mattresses  or  pillovrs  are 
then  covered  with  clean  sheets  or  paper.    In  damp  climates  put  several  layers 
of  paper  between  the  spring  and  the  mattress  to  protect  the  latter  from  rust 
stains.    Or  you  may  roll  up  the  mattresses,  wrapping  each  roll  with  papers. 
Rub  a  little  oil  over  the  bed  springs  to  prevent  rust  from  setting  in  in  the 
damp  atmosphere.    This  is  a  good  thing  to  do  for  stoves  and  screws,  too. 

Fireplace  dampers  should  all  be  closed.    And  if  you  happen  to  have  gas, 
electricity  or  running  water  in  your  summer  pla.ee,  be  sure  each  is  shut  off 
at  the  main  outlets  and  that  all  the  wa,tcr  in  the  pipes  is  drained  off. 

And  food?    Every  single  scrap  should  be  cleared  away  so  as  not  to  call 
hungry  mice  and  insects.    Some  food  can  be  stored  safely  all  winter  and  some 
can't.    Salt,  sugar  and  flour  will  keep  if  you  put  them  in  a  moisture-proof 
and  vermin-proof  container.    But  don't  try  to  store  corn-meal  or  whole  grain 
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cereal,  or  any  packaged  food  that  has  "been  open  and  might  have  "been  exposed 
to  insects  whose  eggs  may  develop  later. 

Did  I  mention  the  refrigerator?    No?    Well,  remove  everything  from  it 
and  wash  it  thoroughly.     If  it  has  a  drain  pipe  leading  out  of  doors,  plug 
it  up.    Never  leave  the  refrigerator  outside  for  the  winter.    Leave  it  pro- 
tected and  standing  in  the  kitchen  with  all  its  doors  open. 

Then  there's  fire  protection  to  consider.    Dispose  of  all  accumulated 
rubbish  like  papers,  old  magazines  and  rags,  but  particularly  cloths  with 
oil  on  them  or  those  that  have  been  used  for  cleaning.    And  put  every  single 
match  away  in  a  tightly  sealed  box. 

It  pays  also  to  do  any  needed  repairs  in  the  fall.     If  the  roof  has 
a  slight  leak  or  if  the  front-door  lock  is  a  bit  wobbly,  now  is  the  time  to 
fix  it  and  prevent  any  worse  damage  that  may  be  done  during  the  winter. 

There  are  other  household  jobs  due  at  this  season  of  the  year.  This 
is  the  time  when  we" re  beginning  to  think  of  house  furnishing  as  well  as 
house  care — ways  to  make  living  rooms,  for  example,  comfortable,  convenient 
and  cozy  during  chilly  days.    Perhaps  the  first  floor  clothes  closet  needs 
to  be  fitted  up  with  convenient  low  shelves  and  hangers  for  the  children' s 
outside  wraps 0    perhaps  the  living  room  needs  some  new  cheerful  curtains 
or  an  easy  chair  and  a  reading  lamp  beside  the  fireplace  *    How  about  bringing 
down  that  worn  upholstered  chair  up  in  the  attic  and  making  it  presentable 
with  a  new  slip  cover  that  will  harmonize  with  the  rugs  and  curtains? 

My  Next-Door-Neighbor  says  that  clothes  and  canning  take  up  most  of 
her  spare  time  in  September.    There  are  school  outfits  to  be  made  or  bought 
for  both  small  sons  and  small  daughters*    That  reminds  me  that  I  promised 
you  last  week  to  continue  our  chat  about  outside  clothes  for  school  girls 
and  fall  outfits  for  boys.    I'll  keep  my  promise  tomorrow. 

As  for  canning  and  so  forth,  my  neighbor  is  making  peach  butter 
today  and  plans  to  make  a  batch  of  apple  butter  next  wer-k>    There2  s  a  ballet i 
called  ""Homemade  Fruit  Butter",  if  you  are  also  interest o  1  in  putting  up  some 
of  these  old-fashioned,  tasty  spreads  this  falls    Fruit  butters  are  thrifty 
as  well  as  tasty  in  my  opinion,  because  they  are  excellent  ways  of  using 
up  surplus  fruit  culls  or  the  fruit  pulp  left  from  jelly  making. 

Tomorrow,  then,  another  talk  on  children' s  clotheSo    And  Friday 
we'll  have  a  chat  on  meat.     I  hope  the  Minnesota  lady,  who  wrote  me  that  I 
was  rather  neglecting  the  subject  of  meat,  will  be  listening  in  on  Friday* 
lor  on  that  day  I'm  going  to  tell  you  about  new  ways  of  using  cured  pork. 


